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It has been a busy and exciting summer so far. The FWSA 
SkiCon was extremely successful because of the changes in-
cluding an online auction and Travel Expo. I hope everyone 
who attended had a great time.  
 

General and Board meeting 
 
The General meeting will be August 10, 2026 at 6:30pm. 
Here is the Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81620380000?
pwd=evyg21GVnGFZUdwPM07bSfwr5r6ZMb.1  
 

Travel 
Even though it is summer, do not forget to start planning your next 

travel trip by signing up for one of the following fantastic Bay Area Snow 
Sports Council (BAC) and FWSA trips coming in 2026 and 2027. 

BAC International Trips: 
2026 -- Christmas Markets Cruise Austria from Nov 30 – Dec 8, 

2026. 
2027 -- Costa Rica 
2027 – France – Bike and Barge 
FWSA Ski week – Jan 23-Jan 30, 2027 – Big Sky, MO. See the newsletter 

for all the details. 
Go to www.skibac.org or Travel Landing - Far West Ski Association  for 

BAC or FWSA trip details. 
We would like all suggestions for other mini trips from the clubs. 
 

94th Annual FWSA SkiCon 
Stay Tuned for information about the 94th Annual FWSA Convention 

in 2027. Location is TBD. 
  

Racing 
The 2027 racing season schedule is TBD.  I encourage all club members to try 
racing and encourage new members. It is a fun way to meet other club mem-
bers 
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Open league -- https://sites.google.com/site/
openleagueracing/race-schedule 

Singles league -- http://slracing.org/index.html 
 
Club Events 
Rusty Bindings Ski club – Partial Lunar Eclipse  
Watch Party – Aug 27. 
http://www.rustybindings.com/ 
Apres Ski Club – BAC Club member event – Aug 29
-31 
https://apres.clubexpress.com/ 
Modesto Ski Club – Summer BBQ and Meeting – 
Sept 8. 
https://mskic.clubexpress.com/ 
Castro Valley Ski Club – Trips to Poland and Missis-
sippi in 2027 

https://www.cvskiclub.org/Travel/
Travelinfo.htm 
Nisei Ski Club – Trip to Snowmass in Jan 

2027. 
https://www.niseiskiclub.org/events-ski-trips/ 
 
As always, I would like to thank all the volunteers 
and board members that contribute to the continuing 
success of the Bay Area Snow Sports Council 
(BAC).   
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with your ideas, 
concerns, and suggestions.   
 
Remember Bay Area Council of Ski Clubs (BAC) is 
your Council. 
 
Paul Vlasveld 
Bay Area Snow Sports Council (BAC) President 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Calendar of Activities 

                               AUGUST 
(no events posted) 
 
                            SEPTEMBER 
9/26-10/3    FWSA Dive Trip, Cayman Islands 
 
                              OCTOBER 
(no events posted) 
 

THINGS TO COME 

 
For more info/details go to skibac.org 

[Calendar of Events] 
 
11/30-12/8  BAC Christmas Markets Along the    
     Danube 
 
2027: 
1/23-30      FWSA Ski Trip to Big Sky, MT 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/race-schedule
https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/race-schedule
http://slracing.org/index.html
http://www.rustybindings.com/
https://apres.clubexpress.com/
https://mskic.clubexpress.com/
https://www.cvskiclub.org/Travel/Travelinfo.htm
https://www.cvskiclub.org/Travel/Travelinfo.htm
https://www.niseiskiclub.org/events-ski-trips/
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BAC Club President and Representa-
tive Meeting    
Zoom meeting  
July 13, 2026 
 
President Paul Vlasveld called the 
meeting to order at 6:36 p.m. and 
welcomed everyone in attendance on 
Zoom.  Nine clubs were represented.  
A quorum of 7 clubs was established.   
         
Introductions were made all around.  Welcome to 
all!     
 
Secretary:  Karen Davis – Dennie Warren made a 
motion to approve BAC general meeting minutes of 
June 8, 2026; seconded by Harry Davis.  Motion ap-
proved.   
 
FWSA 93rd SkiCon June 11-14, 2026 at Mission 
Valley Marriott, San Diego CA  
Hosted by San Diego Council.  Paul thanked BAC 
members who did the Scavenger hunt at Balboa Park 
during the Convention.  The Harbor Cruise was great. 
The golfing was a pitch and putt affair but everyone 
had a good time.  There were lots of exhibitors and 
the on-line auction was successful.  Claudia Fer-
nandes BAC Volunteer of the Year represented BAC 
very well.  Check the FWSA website for information 
about all FWSA awards.  FWSA has great Public Af-
fairs seminar leaders each year.  Paul’s Charity video 
will be posted on the BAC and FWSA websites. 

 
Travel:  Karen Albrecht - 
- BAC Grand Circle Cruise Line – BAC’s Christ-
mas Market Danube River Cruise trip will be Nov 30
-Dec 8, 2026.  Reservations are available for the 
cruise Vienna, Austria to Nuremberg, Germany on 
the Danube River.  Group air with the tour group is 
available through Grand Circle Cruise Lines.  A few 
spots are available.  Book directly with Grand Circle.  
Contact Gail Burns for information. 
- FWSA Ski Week 2027 will be to Big Sky, Mon-
tana on January 23-30, 2027.  Big Sky is on the 
IKON pass.  BAC has 35 participants signed up.  
Lodging will be at the Huntley and the Summit.  If 
anyone would like to go please sign up.  Credit card 
payments go through Sports America, tour operator, 
on their website and checks come to BAC trip leader.  
The few unclaimed room spots will be returned in 
September.  
- FWSA is planning a trip to Alyeska, Alaska Febru-
ary 28 – March 7, 2027.  This trip will include skiing 

Alyeska and into Anchorage for the start of the Idi-
tarod race.  Contact Sandy Gaudette at SkiGroup.net. 
BAC has announced a Mammoth Mini-Ski trip for 
March 14-19 with lodging at Juniper Springs Resort 
(ski in and ski out at Eagle Lift).  This trip has been 
sold out. 
BAC has announced an Immersion trip to Costa Rica 
on May 14-21, 2027 with OAT (Overseas Adventure 
Travel) with about 13 participants.  Karen will check 
about the number of spots that are available.  Note 
that some solo rooms may be the same price as dou-
ble occupancy rooms.  Contact Karen Albrecht.  
BAC – Karen reported the BAC September 16-23 
2027, eBike and Barge trip has been sold out with a 
waiting list.  The changed route is rated as level 3 or 
a challenging ride and is to Paris and the Heart of 
Northern France.  Contact Karen Albrecht.  
The FWSA Ski Week 2028 could go to Beaver 
Creek or Snowmass.  Karen would appreciate club 
responses about the destination choice and needs in-
put by July 16. 
FWSA International Ski & Snowboard Week, Val 
Gardena Italy Feb 27-March 6, 2027 with  Exten-
sion to Puglia & Rome March 6 -13,  2027 
FWSA – Dive trip Cayman Brac 9/26-10/3, 2026 
BAC is looking at a Mini Ski Trip to Silver Star in 
BC, Canada in 2028. 
BAC Travelers – Travel insurance is recommended.  
Note for travelers to check travel insurance coverage 
and requirements when purchasing a trip.   
 
Membership:  Benelia Terry – 
Benelia will be sending 2026-2027 renewal infor-
mation to member clubs.  Clubs are reminded to re-
new in July and August to get each club’s current in-
formation which will be sent to the FWSA Skiers’ 
Guide.  Club renewal is due September 30.  Please 
notify BAC of club Board updates or changes.  The 
FWSA Skiers Guide club information for BAC will 
be sent to FWSA at the end of August.   
 
Industry Liaison:  Brad Hart – Brad reported that 
Silver Star is on the Ikon Pass.  Palisades is offering 
a Weekday Pass (for Alpine Meadows and Palisades) 
beginning at $699 with $629 for skiers aged 13-22 
and seniors 70+.   
The Snow Pass will be released Sept 8 by Snow Part-
ners.  Last year, the company launched Triple Play, 
which offers three days of access to 16 Northeast re-
sorts for $199.  Snow Pass is expanding upon the Tri-
ple Play pass by keeping the 16 resorts and adding a 
Midwest version. 
 

DIRECTOR REPORTS 

Karen Davis 
BAC Secre-
tary 
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DIRECTOR REPORTS 

Break even on season passes 

 
 
U.S. SKI INDUSTRY REPORTS VISITOR DA-
TA FROM 2025-26 SEASON 
52.6 million, 9.1% less than 10Y average, 9 million 
less than last season for 32 out of 48 seasons on rec-
ord 
NSAA divides the country into six regions. In 2025-
26, the Rocky Mountain region led with 20.1 million 
visits, followed by the Northeast (12.9 million), Mid-
west (5.8 million), Pacific Southwest (5.7 million), 
Southeast (4.8 million), and Pacific Northwest (3.2 
million). 
Season passes remained the dominant access product 

at 49% of visits nationally, while daily and multi-day 
tickets made up 31%. 
Brad noted that Homewood is adding a new gondola.  
The Homewood Gondola will take guests just above 
the existing Madden Chair to the location of the fu-
ture Mid Mountain Lodge. 
 
Public Affairs:  Harry Davis –  
Harry asked BAC club reps to look in their own club 
for next year’s BAC Volunteer of the Year.  The Vol-
unteer is not required to go to the FWSA Convention.  
BAC would like to honor those Volunteers within 
BAC at a luncheon in Feb or March.  BAC will be 
changing the scoring format next year to more accu-
rately reflect current BAC club volunteer activities in 
order to encompass all activities including racing 
and/or skiing.  Paul thanked Dennie for her time 
judging the Volunteers in other Councils and repre-
senting BAC.  BAC will provide more information in 
the Fall for the 2027 Volunteer of the Year process.  
Big White has long been the sponsor of the FWSA 
Volunteer of the Year program. 
 
Communications: Dennie Warren –  
BAC club members are invited to share club event 
photos, flyers, and club news in the BAC newsletter.  
 
Treasurer: Cathy Wilson –Cathy reports that the 
transfer of information from the previous Treasurer is 
complete.  Cathy has access to the bank accounts and 
has reconciled the accounts with the bank data as of 
the end of June.  Cathy has also updated the accounts 
with any information that came in after the fiscal year 
ended, so those accounts are current. 
Paul noted that he is renewing the post office box for 
another year. 
 
Racing:  No report 
 
Webmaster: Ashkan Ahari – No report 
 
Club Activities: 
MONTEREY – Greg Robinson reported that Monte-
rey is year round with 75 members with strong social 
connections and activities.  Members will volunteer 
at the Big Sur Marathon and Big Sur Half-Marathon 
in September.  The club has the annual Poinsettias 
sales and donates to local charities.  The club donates 
a large amount to local charities through local volun-
teer opportunities.  The club was recently acknowl-
edged in the Monterey Herald newspaper.  40 mem-
bers attended a BBQ on July 5.  The club recently 
had Board elections and there are some new Board 
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Auction was successful and those activities happen 
in the summer.  One group is rafting in the Truckee 
area. 
CASTRO VALLEY – The club has about 80 mem-
bers and the club is having the usual monthly board 
and general dinner meetings.  A member is hosting a 
luau at their home.  Members enjoy various travel 
destinations.   
SNOWCHASERS –Members meet once monthly at 
Denny’s and once monthly at Rodgers Smith Park in 
Pleasant Hill for BBQ during summer months.  
Snowchasers has 45 members.   

 
National Ski Club Federation information and dis-
counts are available at www.FWSA.org.  Click on 
Members’ Corner.  To travel with other ski organiza-
tions, Google the calendar for all travel opportuni-
ties.  In addition, go to Skifederation.org.   
The National Ski Club Federation’s 28th Annual 
Summit Meeting will be August 20-23, 2026 
(Thursday-Sunday) at The Silver Legacy in Reno, 
NV.  Please plan to arrive early on Thursday to get 
settled in and prepare for the festivities to begin on 

Thursday evening and enjoy the evening reception. 
 
The Mountain Travel Symposium is usually held in 
April and was in Whistler in 2026.  The next Sympo-
sium is planned for South Lake Tahoe, April 5-10, 
2027 per website. 
 
OLD BUSINESS – Speakers and/or presentations at 
General Meetings?    
 
BAC Meetings - 
August 10, 2026 – BAC General meeting 6:30 pm; 
BAC Board meeting 8:00 pm, Zoom    
September – No meetings 
October 12, 2026 - BAC General meeting 6:30 
pm; BAC Board meeting 8:00 pm, Zoom    
 
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the 
meeting; adjourned at 7:39 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Karen Davis, Secretary 

DIRECTOR REPORTS 

Travel Time: 
 
2026 BAC Christmas Market 
Cruise – ONLY A COUPLE OF 
CABINS LEFT…RESERVE 
NOW!!! 
2026 BAC Christmas Market 
Cruise on the Danube River 
from November 30-December 
8th, 2026!  
Contact Gail Burns to coordinate a roommate, if 
needed, before contacting Grand Circle.  Grand 
Circle Cruise Line river ship will embark in Vienna, 

Austria & disembark in Nuremberg, Germany. Join 
us to visit colorful Christmas markets, meet with lo-
cal experts & walk along the historic streets.  Cruise 
includes three meals daily, beer/wine and daily sight-
seeing in smaller groups with our dedicated guide in 
addition to visiting the Christmas Markets! Activity 
level is rated as 1-easy.  Sign-up via phone with 
the Grand Circle Cruise line at 1-800-221-
2610 using code: G6-29997 with a $750 deposit. 
Book Land Only or book with Airfare Included.  
Gail Burns is the Trip Leader (650 255-7883) & 
she’s happy to answer any of your questions! 

Karen Albrecht 
BAC Travel 

http://www.FWSA.org
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 BIG SKY – FAR WEST SKI WEEK – JANUARY 24-30, 2027 
Flyer with registration link below. 

To register for Big Sky:  http://
FWSA27BigSky.sat.tours/3689 

Lodging options include the Huntley Lodge ($1,815) or Summit Hotel ($2,450) 
Group Air and Ground Transportation available. 

BAC Mini-Ski Trip – Mammoth Mountain Resort – March 14-19, 
2027 
Flyer with registration link - https://tri.ps/fAQoa -  below! 
TRIP IS SOLD OUT.  WAITLIST IS AVAILABLE 
$655 per person – 4 persons per condo 
Juniper Springs Condos - Ski in & Out at Eagle Lift 
2 BED/2 BATH Deluxe Condo for 4 people per condo with 1 king and & 2 twins 
Includes: 

• 5 NIGHTS LODGING & ALL TAXES + RESORT FEES 

• WELCOME BREAKFAST BURRITO 1st morning 

• FREE MOUNTAIN TOUR 

• $100 RESORT GIFT CARD PER PERSON 
BAC group get-together  

Heart of Costa Rica:                                
Rivers, Rain Forests & Arenal Volcano  
May 14-21, 2027 
Join BAC on a small group adventure to enjoy the natu-
ral beauty, vibrant culture and exciting adventures wait-
ing for you in Costa Rica! 
Flyer and trip details below.  

http://FWSA27BigSky.sat.tours/3689
http://FWSA27BigSky.sat.tours/3689
https://tri.ps/fAQoa
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E-BIKE & BARGE - Paris & Heart of Northern France – 
September 16-23, 2027 

JOIN 24 BAC cyclists on an 8-day premium E-bike and boat tour.  Discover Paris and the beautiful river regions 
just beyond the city: a world of elegant châteaux, quiet forests, historic towns, riverside cafés, and landscapes once 
painted by the Impressionists. You’ll visit grand French landmarks such as the Château de Chantilly, the story-
book Château de Pierrefonds, and the graceful Château de Champs-sur-Marne. You’ll also spend time in places 
closely connected to beloved artists, including Auvers-sur-Oise, where Vincent van Gogh spent his final days, and 
the Île des Impressionists, which inspired painters such as Claude Monet and Pierre-Auguste Renoir. 
Flyer below. 

NOTE;  PRIMARY WEEK IS SOLD OUT.  HOWEVER, WE WILL BOOK THE PREVIOUS WEEK (SEPT 9-16) 
TRAVELING THE REVERSE ITINERARY ONCE THERE ARE ENOUGH PROPLE ON THE WAITING LIST.  

Have a travel suggestion for BAC Travel? Let us know! 
Time goes quickly…don’t hesitate to live life and travel! 
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Friday, October 16, 2026 

Join us for another intimate evening of fine dining and exceptional 
wines at The Timbers at Old Greenwood in Truckee, CA, as we host a 
special Vintner Dinner to support Achieve Tahoe. 

Enjoy a welcome reception featuring appetizers and premium wine. 
Then, indulge in a crafted four-course meal by Executive Chef David 
Smith in collaboration with Chef Garrett Rosman, with each dish 
expertly paired with specialty wine hosted by Ridge Vineyards. 

 

Harry Davis, BAC Public Affairs 
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BAY AREA SNOW SPORTS COUNCIL 

P. O. Box 5936 

San Jose, CA. 95150 

July 16, 2026 

 

Dear BAC Club Presidents and Representatives, 

 

It is time to update your BAC Club Membership Forms for 2026-2027 with your current officers, club 
information, and time to pay your club membership dues. The renewal form is attached. Please return the 
renewal form to me via email, benelia@usinternet.com;  or mail it to me at Benelia Terry, 6321 Quartz Place, 
Newark, CA. 94560. 

The annual dues are $75.00 and are due on September 30, 2026. Please submit payment with your renewal 
form to the address above. 

 The renewal form is due as soon as possible, but no later than September 30, 2026. If you return the form 
prior to August 15, 2026, your updated club information will be available for the Far West Ski Directory. If not 
returned by this date, the club information I have on file will be included in the Directory.  

The club renewal form and dues payment link are available on the BAC website at www.skibac.org. Click on 
Club Renewal link on the right side and it may take you to a PayPal link or Zelle link which you can use to 
submit payment. If the link is not active, please submit via email or mail. 

Please review the BAC Newsletter for the exciting events and upcoming trips for both BAC and Far West Ski 
Association that are available to your members through your club membership. 

 Last year Far West Ski Association implemented a virtual membership card. Once your club membership 
renewal forms and payments are submitted the link will be forwarded to the club president to distribute to 
club members. 

Remember to check out the BAC website at www.skibac.org  for links to membership benefit discounts.  

Thank you, 

 

Benelia Terry 

BAC Membership Director 
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BAY AREA SNOW SPORTS COUNCIL 

 
Club Membership Application 2026-2027 

 

   Please complete all requested information applicable to your club.               Dues of $75 
Due September 30, 2026 

 

TYPE OR PRINT (Please) 

Club Name: 

 

Race League Number of Members  

Club Mailing Address: 
 

City, State Zip: 
 

Web URL: 
  

*Club Contact for Inquiries – Name and email address 
 

Meeting Location – City Only:   Election Month: 
  

 
CLUB OFFICERS CURRENT TERM  

Position  Name Mailing Address Email Address Phone 
President      

 

BAC 
Representative   

    

Newsletter Editor 
/Webmaster  

 
   

 Treasurer  
 

  
 

 
Notes:  *This information will be published on the BAC website along with your club name and location if there is 
no web URL.  All other email addresses will not be published. 
  
This form is required to record your dues and report your club to the Far West Ski Association. The Club 
information is used in the BAC web site to help promote your club. 

 
Mail the completed form to:  Benelia Terry, 6321 Quartz Place, Newark, CA 94560, or email 
to bac.membership@skibac.org 
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Board of Directors 

PRESIDENT PAUL VLASVELD 408-247-6472 bac.president@skibac.org 

PAST—PRESIDENT DENNIS HEFFLEY bac.pastpresident@skibac.org 

SECRETARY KAREN DAVIS                               925-768-4904  bac.secretary@skibac.org 

TREASURER KRISTIN THORNQUIST bac.treasurer@skibac.org 

MEMBERSHIP BENELIA TERRY bac.membership@skibac.org 

TRAVEL KAREN ALBRECHT  bac.travel@skibac.org 

CO-TRAVEL GAIL BURNS  

PUBLIC AFFAIRS HARRY DAVIS                           925-768-4903 bac.publicaffairs@skibac.org 

COMMUNICATIONS DENNIE WARREN 510-759-3415 bac.communications@skibac.org 

INDUSTRY LIAISON BRAD HART  bac.industry@skibac.org 

Committee Directors                         

HISTORY MARY AZEVEDO 925-944-9816 bac.historian@skibac.org 

COMMUNITIES HARRY DAVIS 925-686-3774 bac.communities@skibac.org 

WEBMASTER ASHKAN AHANI bac.webmaster@skibac.org 

DIRECTORY EDITOR DENNIE WARREN bac.directoryeditor@skibac.org 

League Officers 

SINGLES LEAGUE PRESIDENT CHRIS CASTLEDINE  bac.singlesleaguepresident@skibac.org 

SINGLES LEAGUE RACING KAREN ALBRECHT   bac.singlesleagueracing@skibac.org 

OPEN LEAGUE RACING DAVID CUNNINGHAM bac.openleagueracing@skibac.org 

 

Website/Phone Numbers 

    BAC Web Site   skibac.org     

    BAC Newsletter email  bac.communications@skibac.org 

    Singles League Racing      slracing.org 

    Open League Racing  https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/ 

    Far West Ski—Association fwsa.org 

    Far West Ski—Racing  fwra.com 

    Web Cams on the Slopes magnifeye.com 

    Road conditions   800-427-7623 or skibac.org 

    Weather   nws.mbay.net/home.html 

    Natl Ski Council Fed  www.skifederation.org 

https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/
http://www.skifederation.org
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Ski with Pride, Let it Ride, Watch all Sides 
First with Safety Awareness 

 
 

Slogan sponsored by 

Bay Area Council of Ski Clubs 
PO Box 5936 
San Jose, CA 95150 

BAC meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at Don Jose’s Mexi-
can Restaurant, 3430 Village Dr., Castro Valley 

  

Telluride Ski Resort and 
Mountain Lodge Telluride  

http://www.tellurideskiresort.com/
https://www.mountainlodgetelluride.com/

