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The start of the ski season has not been great. Hopefully we will 
start getting additional snow this month. BAC is getting ready 
to go to Sun Peaks this month. 
 
Reminder – Now that ski season is here, BAC wants to make 
sure that you get to, and from, the mountain safely with essen-
tial driving tips presented by BAC Past-President Dennis Hef-
fley.  
Check it out at our website – Survive the Drive. 
 
General meeting 
 

February 09, 2026 – BAC General Meeting 6:30 pm; BAC 
Board meeting 8:00 pm – Zoom Only 

 
At the BAC General Meeting on February 9, 2026, we will accept any nomina-
tions for the Office of President. We will then vote for the next President for 
the term starting June 1. We did not have a quorum at the January meeting. 
 
During our February 9, 2026, BAC General Council Meeting we open nomina-
tions for all voted in Board of Director positions. As with the position of BAC 
President, all voted in BAC BOD Offices are a one (1) year term with No Term 
Limit. We hope all our current officers are interested in continuing, but we en-
courage YOU to think about what office you’d either like to chair or become a 
committee member of. Yes, we need people to assist us with each office! 
 
At our February meeting we will discuss the various Club and Personal 
Recognition Awards available at the upcoming Far West Ski Associations 
92nd Annual Convention. The event takes place June 11-14, 2026, at the 
Mission Valley Marriott in San Diego, Ca. 
The entry deadline for all awards is March 17, 2025. Here is the link to the 
awards program: 
https://www.fwsa.org/content.aspx?
page_id=22&club_id=623165&module_id=334829 
 
Club Reps,  

1.  FWSA membership cards – Contact the membership Chair, Benelia Terry. 
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Far West Skier Guide – Can be downloaded at the 
following link -- https://fwsa.clubexpress.com/
content.aspx?
page_id=22&club_id=623165&module_id=351581 

BAC Volunteer of the Year 
 
It is not too early to start thinking about who you 
would like to recognize for your club and to represent 
BAC as the Volunteer of the Year.  These are those 
club members who tirelessly give of themselves to 
your club. These are those members that keep your 
club vibrant and exciting.  More information will be 
coming in February. We will honor the club Volun-
teer of the Year March 22 at BJ’s in San Mateo. Stay 
tuned for more details coming in Feb. 
 
There will be some changes coming in February to 
help make it easier for a club to enter the Volunteer 
of the Year. Here is the link to the Volunteer of the 
Year entry information. 
For the BAC winner who attends the convention, 
FWSA and BAC will reward the winners for 2 nights 
lodging at the SkiCon in addition to BAC rewarding 
the winners with the entry fee to the convention.  
http://www.fwsa.org/MemberCorner/Programs/
program-mwofy.html 
 
Travel 
 
Do not forget to start planning your next travel trip by 
signing up for one of the following fantastic Bay 
Snow Sports Council (BAC) trips: 
 
Nov 30 – Dec 8, 2026 -- BAC Christmas Markets on 
the Danube '26 
 
FWSA also has several trips including the following: 
 
Feb 22-27, 2026 – FWSA Mini Ski week – Schweit-
zer Mtn, Idaho 
Sep 26-Oct 3, 2026 – FWSA Cayman Brac Dive Trip 

Jan 24-31, 2027 – FWSA Ski Week – Big 
Sky, Montana 
 

Upcoming events 
 

FWSA SkiCon – San Diego, Ca – June 11-14, 
2026.  This should be an exciting and fun con-
vention. There will be a lot of optional activi-
ties. The registration information will be up-
dated. 

https://www.fwsa.org/content.aspx?
page_id=22&club_id=623165&module_id=7
49612 

 
Racing 
 

The racing season has started with the first race on 
Jan 11.  The next races will be Feb 8 at Sugar Bowl. 
Remember, racing is for everyone from beginner to 
expert. All ages are welcome.  Racing is a great way 
to meet other club members. 
 
If you are interested in racing check the Open league 
and Singles league websites and your club racing 
team. Registration starts Jan 1. 
Open league -- https://sites.google.com/site/

openleagueracing/home 
Race schedule -- https://sites.google.com/site/
openleagueracing/race-schedule. The schedule is for 
both Open and Singles leagues. 

Singles league -- http://slracing.org/index.html 

As always, I would like to thank all the volunteers 
and board members that contribute to the continuing 
success of the Bay Area Snow Sports Council (BAC).  
Please do not hesitate to contact me with your ideas, 
concerns, and suggestions.  Remember Bay Area 
Council of Ski Clubs (BAC) is your Council. 
Now the mantra is more Snow. 
 
Paul Vlasveld 
Bay Area Snow Sports Council (BAC) President 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
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BAC Club President and Rep-
resentative Meeting    
Zoom meeting  
January 12, 2026 
 
President Paul Vlasveld called the 
meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. and 
welcomed everyone in attendance 
on Zoom.  Four clubs were repre-
sented by a club president and/or 
club BAC Rep; total seven clubs represented.  A 
quorum of 7 club president/club reps was NOT estab-
lished.   
         
Introductions were made all around.      

 
Secretary:  Karen Davis – No report and no quorum 
at this meeting.   
 
BAC Officer Election:  BAC President nominations 
were opened in November and will be opened again 
at the February 9 BAC general meeting with BAC 
President election at the February 9, 2026 meeting.  
Nominations will be opened for BAC Officers at the 
February 9 meeting with election of BAC Officers at 
the April 13, 2026 general meeting.      
 
Public Affairs:  Harry Davis –  All BAC member 
club presidents and honorees with partner will be in-
vited to attend the annual BAC March luncheon on 
March 22 at BJs in San Mateo to honor all volun-
teers.  All names should be sent to Harry by 
March 1.  An Apres Volunteer of the Year has been 
named and info sent to that person.  The FWSA web-
site has been updated with all 2026 awards and Vol-

unteer of the Year application information.  The Vol-
unteer application (for all Volunteers of Year who 
wish to continue through the BAC process) is an 
online questionnaire on the FWSA website.  BE 
SURE to save the entry as a pdf and forward that 
document to Harry.  Everyone is encouraged to check 
the FWSA website for all FWSA awards and variety 
of awards for individuals and/or clubs and Councils.   
 
FWSA 93rd Convention June 11-14, 2026 at Mis-
sion Valley Marriott, San Diego CA  
Hosted by San Diego Council.  (The Convention has 
been renamed SkiCon.)  Check the FWSA website 
for information about all FWSA awards.  May 1 is 
the deadline to book one of the room block rooms.  
Paul is asking for entries to include in his annual 
Charity video which highlights member clubs and 
charities.  Rusty Bindings has sent an entry to Paul.   
 
Racing:  The first race at Alpine has been completed 
with 64 racers and race results are already posted.  
Karen Albrecht and Paul both noted there were a 
number of new racers.  The schedule is in the BAC 
newsletter and also available at the website 
www.olrc.org  (or through skibac.org).  Check the 
website for all updates.  The FWRA Championships 
will be on March 20 at Alpine Meadows.   
 
Treasurer: Kristin Thornquist – No report 
 

Travel:  Karen Albrecht - 
- FWSA 2026 Ski Week – FWSA Ski Week to 
Crested Butte CO is Jan 24-31, 2026.  BAC has 28 
participants in total.  Cathy Wilson is the on-site trip 
leader. 

DIRECTOR REPORTS 

FEBRUARY 
22-27 BAC Mini Ski Week to Sun Peaks  
 Resort, B.C., Canada 
22-27      FWSA Mini Ski Week 10, Schweitzer                       
      Mtn., ID 
28-3/7     FWSA Int’l Ski Week At Chamonix,           
      France 

 
MARCH 

(no events posted) 
 

APRIL 
(no events posted) 
 

THINGS TO COME 
 

For more info/details go to skibac.org 
[Calendar of Events] 

 
9/26-10/3    FWSA Dive Trip, Cayman Islands 
11/30-12/8  BAC Christmas Markets Along the    
     Danube 

Calendar of Activities 

Karen Davis 
BAC Secretary 

http://www.olrc.org


 

February, 2026 4    www.skibac.org 

DIRECTOR REPORTS 

Travel:  Karen Albrecht - 
- FWSA 2026 Ski Week – FWSA Ski Week to 
Crested Butte CO is Jan 24-31, 2026.  BAC has 28 
participants in total.  Cathy Wilson is the on-site trip 
leader. 
- FWSA Ski Week 2027 will be to Big Sky, Montana 
on January 24-30, 2027.  Big Sky is on the IKON 
pass.  Karen attended the site visit and noted that the 
Huntley and Summit hotels will be used.  There are a 
few condos available.  Karen is waiting on all pricing 
information.  Big Sky has installed a new gondola 
and has installed a new tram to the top of  Lone Peak 
and the glass-enclosed visitor center at the top.  The 
Huntley has been remodeled.  
- BAC Mini Ski trip – BAC is going to Sun Peaks 
in Canada February 22-27, 2026.  This trip is sold out 
with a waiting list.  Sun Peaks is on the IKON pass.  
Karen Albrecht is now the trip leader. 
- BAC Grand Circle Cruise Line – BAC’s Christ-
mas Market Danube River Cruise trip will be Nov 30-
Dec 8, 2026.  The cruise will be on the Danube to 
Vienna and up to Nuremberg.  BAC will have a guide 
and bus for transportation to tour each town during 
the day.  The cruise is inclusive, for 9 days, with 3 sit
-down meals daily and wine and beer included.  
Group air with the tour group is available through 
Grand Circle Cruise Lines.  Mention the code on the 
flyer when booking.  Contact Gail Burns for infor-
mation. 
- FWSA is planning the 2026 Mini-Ski Week to be 
to Schweitzer Mountain, Idaho, February 22-27, 
2026 with Sports America.   
- FWSA 2026 International Ski Week will be in 
Chamonix, France, Feb 26-March 7, 2026 with an 
extension to Paris and Normandy from March 7-13.  
- FWSA is planning a trip to Alyeska, Alaska in 
February or early March, 2027. 
BAC – Karen is arranging a contract for a BAC 2027 
Bike and Barge trip. 
BAC is discussing a small group trip (balancing na-
ture and adventure) to Costa Rica in 2027.  
BAC Travelers – Travel insurance is recommended. 

 
Membership:  Benelia Terry – 
Benelia has received payment and the renewal form 
from Snowglers and forwarded that check to Kristin.  
Payment from the Olympic club has not yet been re-
ceived.  Benelia updated the Direct Membership form 
for the BAC website.   
 
Industry Liaison:  Brad Hart – 
Lake Tahoe Area Terrain Open - 
  Boreal 100%       Heavenly 97%      Palisades  89%       

Sierra-at-Tahoe 94% 
  Sugar Bowl 97%        Tahoe Donner 100%      Dia-
mond Peak about 100%  
 
PREMIUM CLUBS at different resorts - 
Apex Club at Palisades 
  200 members;  $12,000;  Daily Ticket 33 sold per 
day;  $800-1200 high for peak season 
  Benefits include:     Premium parking near kid ski 
school;    Concierge service 
  Two private lounges - Plaza Bar in Olympic House 
& Oro Bar in the former ski patrol office at Gold 
Coast 
  Priority Lift Lines - Red Dog, The Funitel, Siberia, 
Shirley Lake, Summit, Roundhouse, Sherwood, 
Treeline Corque 
Mammoth  
Black Pass(2010) $11,000 individuals $18,000 fami-
lies 
  Benefits include  Exclusive events;  Premium park-
ing;  Front-of-line ski passes 
  Members-only fine dining on the mountain 
Northstar California Resort 
  Clubhous, formerly the Premium Club(2010) 
  $3700 for individuals;   $4700 for family of four;   
$150 for day pass 
  Benefits include: 
  Similar benefits as Apex and Black Club 
  Private access to Big Springs Gondola 
Sierra-at-Tahoe 
  Fast Pass(2006);     $359 upgrade 
  Benefits include:     Skip the line at three of their 
high-speed lifts 
Crystal Mountain WA 
Crystal Mountain Reserve Pass 
  $1499 for individual on top of regular pass;     $199 
per day 
  Benefits include:     Express lanes on all high-speed 
lifts on weekends and holidays 
  Petition called “Stop the Crystal Reserve Pass at 
Crystal Mountain” has 5,000 signatures 
Vail Mountain Resort 
Vail Mountain Club(2008) 
  $275,000 full membership;     $150,000 without 
heated underground parking 
  Benefits include: 
  Private clubhouse;   Slope-side ski valet;   Compli-
mentary breakfast and lunch; 
  Spa and fitness center;   First and last tracks ski 
events 
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DIRECTOR REPORTS 

IKON Resorts Requiring Reservations 

• Jackson Hole, WY 

• Aspen / Snowmass, CO 

• Summit at Snoqualmie / Alpental, WA 

• Loon, NH 

• Deer Valley, UT 

 
Telluride Ski Patrol Ratifies New Contract, Ends 
Strike 
Telluride Ski Resort will open Lift 4 this Saturday, 
January 10th, with further terrain set to open in the 
near future. 
 
Communications: Dennie Warren –  
BAC clubs are invited to send info and photos about 
club activities.  Please identify photo subjects as well 
as the photographer. 
 
Club Activities: 
RUSTY BINDINGS – The month of January has 
two mix and mingle get-togethers scheduled, a mov-
ie, three football watch parties, and a buffet lunch 
was held going into the new year. 
 
FIRE AND ICE – Members are gearing up for the 
NBS Western Region’s 50th Anniversary Urban 
Winterfest SkiUnion 2026 to be held at Heavenly 
Valley.   
SNOWCHASERS – The race team enjoyed the first 
race of the season.  Members meet twice monthly at 
Denny’s with about 10-12 members in attendance. 
CASTRO VALLEY – Monthly general and Board 
meetings are held.  Members plan travel excursions 
during the year. 
APRES – The club members are planning an IKON 
Pass weekend at the lodge on January 23-25.  
SUNBURST – Brad reported that the club president 
has recovered and Brad enjoyed a ski day with him 
and both wives.  A new Sunburst member had a 
great race this weekend. Brad enjoys the Indy Pass 
which has added an open Leki date in Finland. 
INSKIERS –  Members met the first Tuesday in 
January with 35 members including new members.  
The cabin opened this weekend at the beginning of a 
four-month lease.  Six members are going to Japan 
with Cleveland Metro Ski Club and Four Seasons 
Travel.  Members are working to set up a Second 
Harvest event date.  Inskiers had ten or eleven mem-
bers at the weekend race which included four Snow 
Drifters and one or more Rusty Bindings members.  
The club has dining and other events.   

 
OLD BUSINESS – Speakers and/or presentations at 
General Meetings?    
Discussion about getting club people other than 
Board members more involved.       Clubs could 
cross promote events with other nearby clubs. 
 
BAC Meetings - 
February 9, 2026 – BAC General meeting 6:30 
pm; BAC Board meeting 8:00 pm, Zoom    
March 9, 2026 –  BAC General meeting 6:30 pm; 
BAC Board meeting 8:00 pm, Zoom   
 
A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the 
meeting; adjourned at 7:28 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Karen Davis, Secretary 
 
 
 
Travel Time: February 2026 
 
CRESTED BUTTE –  
Another FW Ski Week has con-
cluded.  A big Thank You to 
Cathy Wilson for being the on-
site trip leader! 
BAC has 26 participants.  From all reports, the 
BAC Council dinner was quite successful. 
 

Next FW Ski Week is at Big Sky, Montana – Jan-
uary 23-30, 2027 – mark your calendars! 
   
SUN PEAKS 
2026 BAC Mini Ski Week to Sun Peaks, B.C. Can-
ada from February 22-27, 2026 IS SOLD OUT!    
 
SCHWEITZER - FAR WEST SKI ASSOCIA-
TION MINI SKI TRIP - February 22-27, 2026  
Schweitzer Resort is in North Idaho and is a great 
destination for our FWSA Mini Ski trip. It has 2,900 
acres of lift-served terrain, 92 trails, open bowls, 
chutes, groomers, and tree skiing. We will be staying 
at Selkirk Lodge and Humbird Hotel, both ski-in/ski-
out properties.  Information & Signup: http://
fwsamini26SW.sat.tours  
 
CHAMONIX, FRANCE 
FWSA 2026 Int’l Ski Trip to Chamonix, France - 
February 28 – March 7, 2026 
Located in the Mont Blanc massif of the Alps Moun 

Karen Albrecht 
BAC Travel 

http://fwsamini26SW.sat.tours
http://fwsamini26SW.sat.tours
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tain range. Following the ski week, there is an exten-
sion trip to Paris and Normandy, France.  The basic 
Chamonix Ski Week includes 1 night of lodging at 
the NH Geneva Airport Hotel, ground transfers to and 
from Chamonix, and 7 nights of lodging at the 4-Star 
Hotel Alpina Eclectic Chamonix including daily 
breakfast and 5 nights’ dinner at one of the hotel’s 
restaurants. You will dine on your own for 2 nights in 
Chamonix.  See the Far West website travel page for 
details and forms. 
 
2026 BAC Christmas Market Cruise 
2026 BAC Christmas Market Cruise on the Dan-
ube River from November 30-December 8th, 2026!  
 
Contact Gail Burns to coordinate a roommate, if 
needed, before contacting Grand Circle.  Grand 
Circle Cruise Line was just rated the #2 in the Best 
River Cruise Line in 2025 by Travel & Leisure!  This 
luxury Grand Circle Cruise Line river ship will em-
bark in Vienna, Austria & disembark 
in Nuremberg, Germany. Join us to visit color-
ful Christmas markets, meet with local experts & 
walk along the historic streets.  Cruise includes three 
meals daily, beer/wine and daily sightseeing in small-
er groups with our dedicated guide in addition to vis-
iting the Christmas Markets! Activity level is rated as 
1-easy.  Sign-up via phone with the Grand Circle 
Cruise line at 1-800-221-2610 using code: G6-
29997 with a $750 deposit. Book Land Only or book 
with Airfare Included.  
 
Gail Burns is the Trip Leader (650 255-7883) & is 
happy to answer any of your questions! 
 
Planning for 2027 is underway and trips will be an-
nounced soon. 
 
Have a travel suggestion for BAC Travel? Let us 
know! 
 
Time flies…don’t hesitate to live life and travel! 
 

Karen Albrecht 

DIRECTOR REPORTS 
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FWSA Volunteer of the Year program and BAC Participation 

FWSA’s Volunteer of the Year program for 2026 is in process.  Who will 

join the list of past BAC Volunteer of the Year award winners and be 

recognized as BAC’s Volunteer of the Year at the FWSAs 93rd 

Convention in San Diego, CA?  

It is very exciting to see what all of your clubs are doing and the efforts 

that your club puts into friendship and snow activities.  Check within 

your club for the one that goes above and beyond (I know all of you do 

that!).   

Please send the name of your club's Volunteer to me by March 1, 2026. 

BAC would like to recognize one named Volunteer from each member 

club at a luncheon on March 22, 2026 at BJs in San Mateo. BAC invites 

club presidents and the club Volunteer’s spouse/partner from each club 

whether or not the club Volunteer wishes to continue with the Volunteer 

of the Year process.  

Please let me (harrykaren@comcast.net) know about luncheon 

attendance and be sure I have the names of your club’s Volunteer of the 

Year.  

Harry Davis, BAC Public Affairs                                   

harrykaren@comcast.net                                                                      

925-768-4903 c  
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   December 1, 2025  

 

Snowsports lessons begin December 15th! 

Finally, ski season is here! Achieve Tahoe's snowsports program kicks off for the 

2025/26 season on Monday, December 15th. This season, we are offering lessons at 

Alpine, Palisades, Northstar, and Mt. Rose! We invite and encourage people of all skill 

levels – first-timers to advanced – and abilities to come take a lesson with us. We can 

accommodate just about anyone with any disability through our specialized teaching 

techniques and adaptive equipment.  
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REGULAR SEASON RACES 2026 (Open League and Singles League) 
 
Check OLRC (skibac.org and click on Open League racing) website for up-
dates   
 
Northern California FWRA Sanctioned Races 
ℹ️ Clinic fees, FarWest Championships and Masters fees are not included in Season Registration Fees 

ℹ️ Saturday races at Alpine Meadows/Palisades require advance parking reserva-
tions at ParkPalisadesTahoe.com 

ℹ️ FarWest Waivers are required once per season. 

ℹ️ Resort Waivers are required once per resort, per season. Must be collected on race morning. See Race 
Day Info.  

ℹ️ Course Workers are required to run each race. Please fill out the form. See Race Day Info.   

 

RACE #1 – Sunday, Jan 11, 2026 – Giant Slalom –         Alpine 
Meadows 
 
RACE #2 – Sunday, Feb 8, 2026 – Slalom – Sugar Bowl 
 
RACE #3 – Saturday, Feb 21, 2026 – Morning Race –    Giant Sla-
lom – Alpine Meadows 
 
RACE #4 – Saturday, Feb 21, 2026 – Afternoon Race – Giant Sla-
lom –   Alpine Meadows 
 
RACE #5 – Sunday, Feb 22, 2026 – Slalom –                Alpine 
Meadows 
 
RACE #6 – Friday, March 13, 2026 – TBD – Sugar Bowl 
 
RACE CLINIC - TBD  
 
Far West Championships  (Not included in Season Fees) 
March 20 – Friday – Slalom and Giant Slalom – Alpine Meadows  

https://www.parkpalisadestahoe.com/
https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/race-day-information
https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/race-day-information
https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/race-day-information
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Board of Directors 

PRESIDENT PAUL VLASVELD 408-247-6472 bac.president@skibac.org 

PAST—PRESIDENT DENNIS HEFFLEY bac.pastpresident@skibac.org 

SECRETARY KAREN DAVIS                               925-768-4904  bac.secretary@skibac.org 

TREASURER KRISTIN THORNQUIST bac.treasurer@skibac.org 

MEMBERSHIP BENELIA TERRY bac.membership@skibac.org 

TRAVEL KAREN ALBRECHT  bac.travel@skibac.org 

CO-TRAVEL GAIL BURNS  

PUBLIC AFFAIRS HARRY DAVIS                           925-768-4903 bac.publicaffairs@skibac.org 

COMMUNICATIONS DENNIE WARREN 510-759-3415 bac.communications@skibac.org 

INDUSTRY LIAISON BRAD HART  bac.industry@skibac.org 

Committee Directors                         

HISTORY MARY AZEVEDO 925-944-9816 bac.historian@skibac.org 

COMMUNITIES HARRY DAVIS 925-686-3774 bac.communities@skibac.org 

WEBMASTER ASHKAN AHANI bac.webmaster@skibac.org 

DIRECTORY EDITOR DENNIE WARREN bac.directoryeditor@skibac.org 

League Officers 

SINGLES LEAGUE PRESIDENT CHRIS CASTLEDINE  bac.singlesleaguepresident@skibac.org 

SINGLES LEAGUE RACING KAREM ALBRECHT   bac.singlesleagueracing@skibac.org 

OPEN LEAGUE RACING DAVID CUNNINGHAM bac.openleagueracing@skibac.org 

 

Website/Phone Numbers 

    BAC Web Site   skibac.org     

    BAC Newsletter email  bac.communications@skibac.org 

    Singles League Racing      slracing.org 

    Open League Racing  https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/ 

    Far West Ski—Association fwsa.org 

    Far West Ski—Racing  fwra.com 

    Web Cams on the Slopes magnifeye.com 

    Road conditions   800-427-7623 or skibac.org 

    Weather   nws.mbay.net/home.html 

    Natl Ski Council Fed  www.skifederation.org 

https://sites.google.com/site/openleagueracing/
http://www.skifederation.org
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Ski with Pride, Let it Ride, Watch all Sides 
First with Safety Awareness 

 
 

Slogan sponsored by 

Bay Area Council of Ski Clubs 
PO Box 5936 
San Jose, CA 95150 

BAC meets the 2nd Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at Don Jose’s Mexi-
can Restaurant, 3430 Village Dr., Castro Valley 

  

Telluride Ski Resort and 
Mountain Lodge Telluride  

http://www.tellurideskiresort.com/
https://www.mountainlodgetelluride.com/

